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ORGANIZATION RECOGNIZES ACTS OF KINDNESS BY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 
 

(Baton Rouge, LA) – When law enforcement officers violate their oaths and the public trust, it ends up 

in the news. But what about the much more common scenario – when officers perform acts of 

kindness that go way beyond what they are professionally required to do?  

To recognize those kindnesses by so many law enforcement officers in Louisiana, Baton Rouge resident 

Linda Hull created a non-profit organization, Beyond the Badge, Louisiana.  

On June 15 Beyond the Badge presented ten law enforcement officers from across the state with a 

Heart of Law Enforcement Award at a ceremony and luncheon held in Baton Rouge, LA.  One recipient, 

Lieutenant David Roddy of the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office, was presented with the Beyond the 

Badge Service Before Self award.  The Service Before Self award is given to the officer whose act of 

kindness stands out in the field of nominees. 

“At a time when there is so much negative attention directed toward law enforcement in general, I 

thought someone needed to honor all the officers who go beyond the call of duty. We need to let the 

public know about their acts of kindness and generosity,” Hull said.  

The annual ceremony was attended by more than 150 guests, including state elected officials and area 

police chiefs and sheriffs.  Governor John Bel Edwards and Honorary Event Chair Lieutenant Governor 

Billy Nungesser gave brief videotaped remarks.  The keynote address was delivered by the Honorable 

Brandon Fremin, former U.S. Attorney for the Middle District of Louisiana.   

The officers were given an award packet that included a $100 Visa gift card and a framed Louisiana 

state flag that had been flown over the Louisiana State Capitol for a day in his or her honor.  The 

Service Before Self honoree received a $500 Visa gift card in addition to the flag, and all officers 

received a congratulatory letter from former President Donald J. Trump, an official statement of 

recognition from Governor John Bel Edwards, and a free night’s stay at any Louisiana state park from 

Lieutenant Governor Billy Nungesser  

Officers receiving a Beyond the Badge Heart of Law Enforcement Award were: 

Deputy Kristen Fortenberry  Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office 
Chief Daniel Mason Hagan  Dodson Police Department 
Chief Deputy Marcus Mashaw  Ouachita Parish Sheriff’s Office 
Sergeant Travis Mier   Calcasieu Parish Sheriff’s Office 
Officer Emily Nichols   Zachary Police Department 
Detective Bradley Peck   Slidell Police Department 

 
-more- 
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Sergeant Michael Richardson (ret.) Ascension Parish Sheriff’s Office 
Sergeant Michelle Robinson  Calcasieu Parish Sheriff’s Office 
Lieutenant David Roddy   Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office 
Lieutenant Jerry Steele   Greenwood Police Department 

 

Beyond the Badge was incorporated in April of 2016 and is operated entirely by citizen volunteers and 

funded by corporate and private donations.  “We have no paid staff and no office space, so every 

penny donated to Beyond the Badge goes directly into the project,” Hull said.  

Nominations of officers for Beyond the Badge’s Heart of Law Enforcement award can be made 

throughout the year. Members of the general public or law enforcement agencies can submit 

nominations online at www.beyondthebadgelouisiana.org. Nominations are accepted until Jan. 31 for 

acts performed during the previous calendar year.  Each year, Beyond the Badge will select law 

enforcement officers who have been nominated for acts of kindnesses during the prior year to receive 

a Heart of Law Enforcement Award during a special ceremony and luncheon honoring the recipients.   
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HEART OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AWARD RECIPIENTS 
 

DEPUTY KRISTEN FORTENBERRY 

JEFFERSON PARISH SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

 

Last year in Metairie, a young man who had a car for sale made plans to meet up with two 
prospective buyers. In a cruel twist of fate, the two prospective buyers shot and killed the man 
who had the car for sale.  The victim left behind a wife and children, including a seven-month 
old baby boy. Upon learning of the situation, Deputy Kristen Fortenberry went out of her way 
to visit the grieving family. When she got to their home, Deputy Fortenberry found the victim’s 
bereaved wife and infant son living in a dilapidated trailer and without much money because 
the young man had been the wage earner for the family. Kristen and her lieutenant immediately 
purchased a large box of diapers, which she delivered to the woman. Then, Deputy Fortenberry 
appealed to a local church for assistance. The church provided her with a box of food, including 
a gift card for a turkey or ham, to take to the victim’s family.   

We are told that this type of action is typical of Deputy Fortenberry, who displays a genuine 
concern and empathy for the citizens of Jefferson Parish.   

 

OFFICER DANIEL MASON HAGAN 
DODSON POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
Everyone who knows Officer Daniel Mason Hagan has a story they could tell about his 
compassionate acts toward others. Recently, a young teenager in Officer Hagan’s jurisdiction 
was abandoned by his mother, who was experiencing the negative consequences of drug 
addiction. Tragically, the boy’s father had died just a few years before so he had no one to care 
for him. Officer Hagan noticed the teen suddenly hanging around town a lot and even found 
him sleeping in public places. Officer Hagan approached the boy and coaxed the story out of 
him. When he learned the boy had no place to go, Officer Hagan immediately took him to his 
own home, where he and his wife provided food and shelter for the boy. After a few days, 
Officer Hagan finally located the boy’s aunt and grandparents, who were able to take custody 
of him. 

 

CHIEF DEPUTY MARCUS MASHAW 
OUACHITA PARISH SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

 

One cold and rainy day last year, a concerned citizen contacted the Ouachita Parish Sheriff’s 

Office to get advice on how to assist a homeless woman. Chief Deputy Marcus Mashaw took 

the call. Instead of just providing the phone number of the local shelter, Chief Mashaw asked 

the caller, “Where is she right now?” At that point, he jumped in his unit and drove over to the 

library, where the woman had reportedly sought shelter from the storm. He quickly located the 

woman and inquired about her status. As her story unfolded, he discovered she was a 

recovering human trafficking victim. The woman was cold, hungry, and had no place to go.  She 

had lost her identification, so she could not get into the shelter.  Further, she couldn’t call for 

help, because her cell phone was dead and she had no charger.  Chief Mashaw gave the woman 



 

 

money for lunch and a charger for her cell phone. Then, he called the shelter himself to make 

sure that they could take her in that day, and he made arrangements for the shelter to have 

clothing and shoes in the woman’s size. Once the shelter was ready to receive her, Chief 

Mashaw ensured that the woman was transported there safely.                  

         

SERGEANT TRAVIS MIER and SERGEANT MICHELLE ROBINSON 
CALCASIEU PARISH SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

 

Sergeant Travis Mier and Sergeant Michelle Robinson are detectives in the Calcasieu Parish 
Sheriff’s Office Violent Crime unit. On March 5 of last year, Sergeants Mier and Robinson, along 
with the other members of the Violent Crime Unit, learned of a domestic violence victim who 
had been left homeless. In addition to herself, she had two small children, a two year-old and a 
six month-old, to care for. Sergeant Mier and Sergeant Robinson led the unit’s effort to assist 
the family. Initially, they attempted to find an emergency shelter to accommodate the family, 
but were unsuccessful. So, using their own money and resources, Sergeants Mier and Robinson 
put the family up in a motel room until more permanent housing could be arranged. With the 
help of their team, Sergeants Mier and Robinson purchased food, clothing and diapers for the 
mother and her children. They continued pursuing options and resources until they secured 
suitable, long-term housing for the family. 

 

OFFICER EMILY NICHOLS 
ZACHARY POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

In March of 2019, Officer Emily Nichols responded to a call requesting a welfare check on a 
citizen.  Upon arriving, she spoke with a female who described her abusive relationship with her 
male partner. Officer Nichols worked with the woman, speaking to her on numerous occasions 
as she tried to find the courage to leave the relationship. Once she was ready, Officer Nichols 
purchased a bus ticket for the woman. She even made plans to pick her up at an appointed time 
to accompany her to the bus station.  

However, when Officer Nichols and her team arrived at the residence, they could not make 
contact with the victim.  Officer Nichols recognized the male partner’s truck, and she became 
concerned.  Her commanding officer gave permission for forced entry, and Officer Nichols 
found the woman, unresponsive, on the floor of the bathroom. EMS was called and responded 
quickly, transporting the woman to the hospital in time to save her life.   

 

OFFICER (NOW DETECTIVE) BRADLEY PECK 
SLIDELL POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

It was just before daybreak on a January morning last year, when Officer Bradley Peck drove 
across a dangerously narrow bridge in Slidell.  He noticed a woman in dark clothing walking 
across the bridge so he pulled over because he was concerned for her safety. She told Officer 
Bradley that her name was Anita Singleton. She was wearing a Walmart uniform and was on 
her way to work.  Officer Bradley told her he’d give her a ride, and began heading to the nearest 



 

 

Walmart. That’s when Ms. Singleton told him that she worked at the Walmart nine miles away!  
It turns out Ms. Singleton had no means of transportation, so when she couldn’t get a ride, she 
walked to work.  Her shift began at 7:00 a.m., so she started her walk at 4:30 a.m.   

I’m told Officer Bradley and Ms. Singleton shared a lot with each other on their trip that 
morning.  He was very impressed by her faith, her work ethic, her gratitude for life, and her 
energy level.  He said that as a 52 year-old, Ms. Singleton had as much energy as his two year-
old!  After leaving Ms. Singleton at her job, Officer Bradley posted about his experience on his 
Facebook page.  The story went viral and caught the attention of a local car dealership, Matt 
Bowers Chevrolet. The dealership tracked down Anita Singleton, and provided her with a free 
car. They even covered her auto insurance! 

 

RETIRED SERGEANT MICHAEL RICHARDSON 
ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

On August 31, 2019 while on patrol, Sergeant Michael Richardson responded to a call regarding 
a theft. Upon arriving, he found a ten-year old boy who had tried to purchase a gaming system 
through an online marketplace. The child reported that he had saved all of his birthday money 
- $140.00 - in order to purchase a used PlayStation4 Console. The child located the item online 
and agreed to meet the seller. They met, and the seller took the child’s money as well as the 
game system, leaving him with nothing. Understandably, the boy was heartbroken. 

First, Sergeant Richardson was able to locate and arrest the seller. At that point, the case was 
closed, but Sergeant Richardson could not forget the young boy.  So, he went to the local 
GameStop, purchased a PlayStation 4 Console, and delivered it to the child, along with $140.00 
of his own money. The child was surprised and very grateful, telling Sergeant Richardson, “You 
are part of my family now.” 

LIEUTENANT JERRY STEELE 
GREENWOOD POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
Lieutenant Jerry Steele has a reputation in the town of Greenwood.  He’s just a genuinely nice 
guy!  Lieutenant Steele’s chief had lots stories to tell of his many kindnesses, but in the 
interest of time we will share just a few that occurred over the past year. 
 
When a tornado hit the town of Greenwood in October of last year, Lieutenant Steele assisted 
a family whose mobile home was destroyed by a fallen tree, even though he had already 
worked a full shift and had held a church service afterward.   
 
Then, in November of 2019, Lt. Steele worked a very bad traffic crash, where the driver of a 
vehicle was pinned under the 18 wheeler he had crashed into. It took Lieutenant Steele 12 
hours to track down the victim’s family members. Once located, he kept in constant contact 
with them well into the next day. Jerry and his wife visited the driver in the hospital several 
times throughout his stay, even bringing him foods that he was allowed to have on his limited 
diet.   
 



 

 

In another instance, Lieutenant Steele and his wife provided food to the family of a child who 
had committed suicide. He brought so much comfort to the family that they asked him to take 
part in the child’s funeral.   
 
And yet another…When a newly hired police officer was struggling financially while waiting for 
his first paycheck to arrive, Lieutenant Steele purchased meals for him and gave him cash to 
tide him over until payday. 
 
Finally, Lieutenant Steele fed and cared for a group of beagles that were found in an 
abandoned house, until an animal shelter could take them.  It’s obvious that Lieutenant Steele 
cares for, and about, all of God’s creatures…both the two- and the four-legged kind!   
 

 

SERVICE BEFORE SELF AWARD 

LIEUTENANT DAVID RODDY 

JEFFERSON PARISH SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

 

Lieutenant David Roddy comes in contact with many people while working his detail at the 

Walmart in Harahan. And, in the case of at least one little girl, he has made a friend for life. Early 

last year Lieutenant Roddy met Sophia and they immediately bonded.  According to Sophia’s 

grandmother, at least once a week for the past year, Lieutenant Roddy spent quality time with 

little Sophia. Once, when Sophia had a particularly difficult appointment with the dentist, 

Lieutenant Roddy bought her a Barbie doll she had been wanting, just to cheer her up.  As you 

can see from the picture on the screen, taken on the day of Sophia’s dental appointment, Sophia 

and her family have found a true hero in Lieutenant Roddy! 

Sophia is not the only child who has benefitted from Lieutenant Roddy’s dedication to his 

community.  Lieutenant Roddy also is an active volunteer and board member for Angels’ Place, 

a non-profit organization that provides ongoing support services to children with life-

threatening illnesses and their families.    

But it’s not just children who have been touched by the heart of gold that Lieutenant David 

Roddy possesses. Even after spending time with Sophia and serving on the board of Angels’ 

Place, Lieutenant Roddy still finds a way to spend quality time with the clients of Magnolia 

Community Services, a local non-profit organization that provides support to adults with 

intellectual and developmental disabilities.  Many of the clients at Magnolia are avid Saints fans, 

so during football season, Lieutenant Roddy takes them to the Saints home games.  You can see 

the joy in their faces in the picture up on the screen.  During the off season, Lieutenant Roddy 

frequently takes the Magnolia clients bowling, another one of their favorite activities. 

Lieutenant Roddy has given his most valuable resource -- his time - to the most vulnerable 

people in his community who are most in need of his attention.  It is for this reason that we 

have selected Lieutenant Roddy to receive our most prestigious honor, the Heart of Law 

Enforcement Service Before Self award. 



 

 

 
 

 

2021 Heart of Law Enforcement Awards Ceremony 

Event Sponsors  

 
 

 

 

Diamond Sponsors ($3,000) 

 
 

Dudley DeBosier Injury Lawyers 
Smart Start of Louisiana 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold Sponsors ($1,000) 

 
 

Mercedes-Benz of Baton Rouge 
Lt. Governor William Nungesser 

Performance Contractors 
The Renee and Leslie Hull Foundation 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2021 HEART OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AWARDS CEREMONY 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

 

 

Brandon J. Fremin is a former United States 

Attorney for the Middle District of Louisiana. Mr. 

Fremin is a career prosecutor who has served the 

community and his country for many years. Prior to 

his service as the U.S. Attorney, he served as the 

Director of the Criminal Division for the Office of the 

Louisiana Attorney General.  He has also served as a 

Criminal Investigator, Assistant District Attorney and 

Section Chief in the Office of the District Attorney for 

the 19th Judicial District of Louisiana and as an 

Assistant U.S. Attorney in the Middle District of 

Louisiana.  In his experience as a federal and state 

prosecutor, Mr. Fremin has logged thousands of hours 

of courtroom experience and has handled countless legal matters for the State of 

Louisiana and for the United States of America.  A Louisiana native - he earned a 

Bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice, with honors, from Southeastern Louisiana 

University; and a Bachelor of Civil Law and Juris Doctor from the Paul M. Hebert Law 

Center at Louisiana State University.  Mr. Fremin is also a veteran of the United States 

Marine Corps where he earned the rank of sergeant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

           

 Beyond the Badge 

17415 West Lakeway Drive 

Baton Rouge, LA  70810 

www.beyondthebadgelouisiana.org 

 
 

 

WHAT IS BEYOND THE BADGE? 

 

Beyond the Badge is a non-profit organization begun in 2016 by Baton Rouge resident Linda Hull to 

recognize law enforcement officers in her community who perform acts of kindness beyond that 

required by their oaths of service.  Beyond the Badge is operated entirely by citizen volunteers and 

funded by corporate and private donations. 

The mission of Beyond the Badge is to educate the public about ordinary law enforcement officers 

performing extraordinary acts of kindness in their communities.   Each year, Beyond the Badge will 

select law enforcement officers, who have been nominated by their agencies or the public, to receive a 

Heart of Law Enforcement award in recognition of acts of kindness they performed during the previous 

calendar year.   The nominee whose act of kindness stands out among the field of nominees will 

receive the Service Before Self award.  Awards will be given during a special luncheon honoring the 

recipients.   

Criteria for nomination: 

• Nominations may be made by anyone – supervisors, fellow officers, citizens, family members, 

friends. 

• Nominees must be employed in the state of Louisiana as police officers, sheriff’s deputies or 

state troopers.  

• Nominees must have performed acts of kindness that were not required of them in their 

regular duties as law enforcement officers. 

• Nominees will be considered for acts performed while on duty or off, and whether or not they 

were in uniform at the time.  

Nominations will be accepted until January 31 for acts performed during the previous calendar year.   

To submit a nomination online, or to make a donation to Beyond the Badge, please visit our web site at 

www.beyondthebadgelouisiana.org. or find us on Facebook.   
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